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25X1 1. Liu Shuo-chi has three possible birth dates: 1898, 1900, 1905; Chinese
Comrunists give the fi=st tuwo. He was the son or a rich peasant family
in Hunan, and attended the Hunan Provinciel Normal School where he was
probably & couple of years behind Mao Tse-tund, who attended from 1912
to 191&,

2. Liu joined the Secialist Youth Group in Shanghai in 1920. This group was
organized by Chen Tu-hsiu on instructions of the Comintern representative
in China, Gregory Voitinsky, and wus the predecessor of the Chinese
Communist Party, founded in 1921, During the two years he was in Shanghai,
Liu helped form the secretariat of the China Labor Orgenization, which
vias the predecessor of the Ali-China Federation of Labor.,

3. In 1922 Liu returned to Hunan and taught primary school, In may of 1922,
the First National Labor Congress assigned Liu and Li Li-san as Party
workers to the Anyuan Coal Mines in Pinghsiang, Kiangsi, Liu stayed
there over a year, agitating for improved labor conditions, and the
Anyuan organization bacame the most militant union in the country,

4. For several years after the fall of 1923, Liu travelled to Shanghai,
Cantori, Wuhan end other cities as a sort o6f underground mohile tronble-
shooter on the labor front, end around that time he went to Moscow, from
which he returned to China in 1925. He made at least one other visit to
the USSR during the next two decades but the exact year is unknown.

5.. In May 1925, the Second National Labor Congress in Canten elected Liu
vice~president of the newly formed All-China Federation of Lebor. On
and off he was organizing labor apitations in various cities; he was
chief organizer of the "May 30th Tragic Incident® of 1925 in Shaughai,
when a demonstration touched off nation-wide general strikes, riots and
a boycolt of British goods., Many of the anti-Japanese labor and student
agitations in China were also organized by him,
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When the Zramanist government was set up in Wuhan in Februars 1927, Liu
and uhve ALl-China Federation of Lalor moved to that aity ton, In the same
year, al, tae Fifth Party Congress of the CCP, Liu was elected to the
Central Committee of the Party. FProm then to 1932 his track became
Ludistinet again, He was listed in 1929 as the secretary of the Hupeh
Provincial Party Commiltes, Most of the time he burrowed underground to
do labor work., At cne time he was the leader of rail way workers in
Hartin. In 1931 he was the underground leader of 100,000 Shanghai workers
in their anti-Japanese strikes. The next year he was smuggled into

Kiangsi ne¢ be 1n charge of organizing the arsenals and workers! movement.
In 1925 Liu was elected chairman of the A11-China Federation of Labor,

During the Long March in 193/, Liu vas political commissar to the Fifth
Red Army Corps, but he was still not important enough to be mentioned in
bhe annals of that Communist epic. A little later he was the chief of
the Mass Mobilization Section in the General Political Department of the
Red Army.

¥rom Northwest China, Liu went to Peking where he led the anti~Japuanese

student movement. IFrom 192% to 1942, he was snccessively the secretacy

of the loruh China Bureau, the Central Plains Bureau, and Central China

Bureau of the Central Committee of the G,C,P, Liu has Leen & mumber of

the Politburo since 1932; and & member of the Secretariat of bhe Party's
Central Committes as well as the vice-chairman of the Chinese Peoplets
Revolutionery Military Council since 1943. During the pericd of 1942-43,

he was also t7 2 political commissar to the New Fourth Army, which was tolerated
by the Kuomintang in the war against Japan,

In 1943 Mao transferred Liu from the Hew Fourth Army tc Yenun, te help

him organize and purge Party cudres., At the Seventh Party Congress in
1245, Liu was reelected tc the Central Committee of the Farty. The

aumber of votes he gol was next to those of Mao Tse-lung A»d Chu Teh.

He drafted the 1945 revised Party Constitution of the C.C.P. On October 1, 1949,
when the Central Peopleis Government was inaugurated, he became a vice—
chairmar of the government. As of March 1954, he holds the following
major pocts in the Party and gevernments

Vice-Chairman, Central People's Government.

Vice-Chairman, People's Rewolutionary ‘Milita.ry Council.

Vice-Chairman, Politburo of ths C.C.P,

Secretary, Central Committee of the G,C.P.

Honorary Chairman, A11-China Federatlion of Lebor.

Vice-Chairman, National Committee, Peopla's Political Consultative Council.
Chairman, Sino-Soviet Friendship Association,

Vice-Chairman, World Federation of Labor;

Chairman, Central Election Committee.

His important beoks are: "How Lo be a Good Communist! (1939), "On Inner-~
Party Struggle" (1941), "On the Party" (1945), and "Internabionalism and
Bationalism" (1948),

Gaunt and tull, Liu has bery thin and sharp features; pierciny, steely eyes,
heavy, dark eyebrows, pointed nose, lean cheeks and tight lips. He looks
straight suhead while walking, and gives an impression of harshness when
conversing or shaking hands with people, His favorite Zarb is blue or
black Chungshan uniform wnd a worker's cap. Smoking Russian cigarettes
incessantly, he speaks with a heavy Hunan acecent without a sense of aven
dry humor, and his words are stingingly to the point. The combination of
Lis looks, manner and utterances reminds one of a prowling leopard. He
seldom smiles. When he does his smile has & tinge of derision. lven in
front of Mac and Chu, Liu seldom exprosses warmth ard fraendship,

Liu'a f'irst wife, also w Gomnuni. L, wis killed by the Kuomintung in 1934,
Hiz only son by her was put. out for adoption and did nct know Liu wag
his father until years afterwards when Liu went to Yenan., Liu's present

wife is a native of Tlentsin, who bore a son and a daughter, His daughter
recelived most of her schooljilg in Moscow and could hardly speak Chinese,
fler huslbund is Spanish, a devoted internationsl Commurict. I. has been
s11d that when Lin, his daughter and son-in-lay meetl: . b iz lake throwing
together u heup of steel slabs.
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5 100 percent Chinese, in temperawent and charuzter he
a dedicated Communiet first and a human baing second.

" Like Man, Liu ustally works 1o houss s day, and his work is often heavier
(ihan Mao!s or Chu's, Parhaps d=csds: of underground werk Lave cultivated

his habLi of staying away from the limelight, He is the watzhdog of the

cpresant.-day C,C.P. He is san sxperl in dislectics, and knous more about

© the history of international Communism than anyone elsz on the Red China
cpolitical stage,

"Liu was practically unkncwn outside the Party ten years ago. He was

recognized as a clever labor and Party organizer, but nel s a leader.

VI was in 1943, in the midst of che great Ideological Purge started in

1942, that Mao plucked him from his post as the polit:cal commissar of
the New Fourth Army, and put in Yenan to help reorganize the Farty.
From then on Liu was tiven increasing duty in the Party. He succeeded

Kang Sheng as the presideni af the Central Party Schocl in Yenan, Iot
leag befors Lhe Seventh Party Congress convered in April 1945, Mao

promoted Liu, then only an alternate membar of the Central Committee,
to be the secretary of the Committee, 2 post second only 1o Mao's
shairmanship in the C.C.P. At the Seventh Party Congress Liu mede an
exiremsly important report;, "On %the Party", and he was alsn ths chiefl
architect of the Revised Party Constitution of 1945, Thus almost
nvernight Liu zoomed o the No, 2 position in the C.C.P., wid in order
Lo congalidate furthsr his pesition, Mao tranaferred high-rsuking
commumists like Kao Kang, Jac Shu-shih, Teng Hsiano-ping und P l-po
te the Gentral Secretariat as Liuls assistants, The theory that Mes
shase Lin his heir is strengthened by the fact that an 2 {all of 1945
when Mao went to Chungking to negetiate with Chiang Kai-shek, Liu took
over the reins in Yenan. Liu again acted for Mao when tue latber was
abgent. {'or wenths from Peking in early 1951.

A avowed intsrnational Communisti, Liu is extremely pro-Scviet, 2vidently
4 result of his Moseow training and his connections with the Third
Internationale. He is the prototype of the professional revclutlonist
whe Llives only for the Party. He believes that the G.C.P, is only a
link in International Communism end that the only salvation {or China

is to lean to one side toward the Big Brother., Some even belisve that
Liw i1s a Soviet plant whe gets orders directly from the Krewlin although
ke 1 nominally wnder Mao. In auy case, Liu is definiteiy a bLridge
wwuweall Peking and Moscow.

Lin'g most significant writing in dislectics is: "Internationslism and
Nationalism®, written after Tito's split with Stalin, TIn it Liu

brianded bourgeois nationalism as an extension of bourgeois class interest
which would inevitably result in aggression to other nations, and
distinguished 1t from what he called proletarian nationalism, which is
friendly towerd other proletarian nations and whose logical outgrowth

is internationalism, Widely read in Red China end a mast for #11 Chinese
Communist cadrss, this book was both a condemnation of Tito and u

velled warning to whom it may concern against toying with Tito:sm.

Liu's readiness to Loe the Kremlin line as expressed in this back was
recently reaffirmed by his speech given on 20 January 1954 ab Lle
commemoration of the 30th anniversary of Lenin, when he sulogized Lenin
and: called the Soviet Union "the baacon of the progressive forces of

all mankind", He suid "Experience during the past 30 yemrs of the

Chinese revolulion shows, too, that the theory of Leninism is the only
correct revolutionary truth . , . China hag alreadv entered the stage . , .
of gradual transition to Socialism, In this peried, the Leninist

theary on the transition to Socislism is completely applicable to

China . . . We must, as Lenin has taught us, fight to maintuin and
heighten the purity of the proletarian party of Marxism, constanily
overcome and eliminale from our ranks the influence of bourgeois ideology,
expel the opportunist elements and individualistic careerists in the Party
and: strengthen its solidarity."
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Reaent symptoms in Red China domestlc politics revesl thet Liu is not
oniy cching to the [ore but consc idating his pcsition with & nigh-level
house cleaning. The strongest hint was given by Liu himself in a report
at the Fowrth Plenary Session of the Central Comm’ftee of the Seventh
Congress of the C.C.F. held in Peking from & to 10 February 1954 from
wiriel Moo was wosent., In it Lin dwelled lengthily on Party unity and
aed bhat "impsrialists" and 1 eoumter-revolutionaries" would try Lo
Lhe unity of the Party and to 1lack for agents within cur

"The greatest danger to ithe Farty is Lna dange
ting divisiens and Causing sectarian activities inside

MY
: Party . . . Peniy bourgecis sncirclement ts like & vast o
of cur cudres, wgnlﬂghemnhngcmkesuﬂmm:om'PmTv" O
gard the rsgion or department under their leadership as theew
iadnerdual inheyitace or indapendent kingdom.™ This wiad as if
Liu was prepsring for a big changsz 1n the Party, &and pussibly had
alreaidy = stage by the tims of this announcemsnt. Por ane thing,
raports of the mesting wers not 1ssuzd until a week after Lhe closing.
Ten, unliks previcusly, the aty ndance lish was not Anncuncsd
poantang Lo the pessibility thut
already bsing prozessed for the pn-ge but that the lLim= io
publicly was not ysh vipe.

1 e
NE

Announss

these
1o praceding
the Congress
making such
amy coutd create a

A review o past Chingse Communtst practlces Fur el :
Losliarz, In the past tne C.C.P. 1nvariably had = Gl rooht
each party Congrass becaus2 the mes! important funstio:
le the P cbure and the Csntral Commitbtee,
and purging unvanbed elemen's, Mao T
wation for the Congress to finalize, 1t way e recalled that
Ly Party Cengress was held an 1923, In October 1932 = ion of
Lhe Central Committse decided to ornvens the Seventh Par
i Saturs and certain member o were even appointed
Seventh Congress was not held vatil 1945 Os
e communication difficulties, but the real i
nees within the Party brewing ai thai fime, inclu
. and rivsl Chang Kus-tan, Jight years Twee
uress, How in the face of wcreasingly
relarious, convncation of ths Elghth Party Congress 15
rulafiration may be in order, bub it is impsssible fo predict with
4 whicht of fhe Red deitlies will vise or topple,

Y uhe delay
ving sentarian
the parge

ed since
srnational

Sugeests

It may be recalled that Liu Shao-chi was transferred from 2io post as
4l commissar of the ew Fourth Army to Teran, Zun antaequaently
ame w omeser of the Setrelarial of the Central Commii . In 1945
“ap Shu-shih succeeded Liuts pozl oo the New Fourth Army. He remained
nr the politinal commissar af'ler tnz lew Fourth Avmy WAL T 12ed
taloe the thord Pield Army, and was al the concurrent po

)

s the
chairnan of the East China Administrativs Council. In m:d-1353, news

Srom Bed Ching had 1t Lhat Jao was promoted Lo Le Minlster of Orgunivation
in the Ceniral Committee of the C.0.P.  The veport was confirmed

»gcently by of ficial announcemsnts. This means thet, Jeo, an edherent of
Tiu and also un excellent organizar, has been gaiven bhe Ne. 3 seut in the
Parly, next Lo Chairman Mao end Secrstary Liu, and thal his Party pesition
is actually ubove those of Chow En-Lal and Chu Teh. He 13 cne

interesting man fo watch.
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20, Aneng those who may be adversely affected by a purge are: Li Li-san, who
has been dabbling ir. labor and intelligence; Lo Ju-chinug, Minister of
Public Security. who is believed to have some tie with Beria's former out-
fit, and'many of whose men in Public Security Bureaus (police) in various
cities were thrown out during the past months; Chen Chao-yu, once more
poverful than Mao Tse~tung, but later called "Party pedant” and demoted
by Meo toward the bottom of the Central Committee member list; and Po I-po,
who vas ousted as Minister of Finance a few months ago and whose whereabouts
iz till unknown. It is possible that some top Communist brass may also
be affected.

21, Liu shao-chi said 12 years 8go, in a series of lectures "On Inner-FParty
Struggle" (purge), "The aim of inner-Party struggle is to educate the
Party and the comrades who have committed mistakes. Therefore inner-
Party struggle is in itself a kind of indispensable education within the
Party . . . Struggle is & kind of education and education is a kind of
struggle .. . , Our self-criticism and inner-Party struggle are not
intended to weaken the Party's organizalion, solidarity, discipline and
prestige or to obstruct the progress of i*s work., On the contrary,
tray are intended to strengthen (them) . . . The upholding of Party
diseipline and Party unity does not in the main depend on the punishment
of the comrades, If they have to be upheld in cuch a manner it signifies
a crisis in the Party,"

22

ar

With Liuts hints at the infiltration of agents of “imperialists ang
"counter-revolutionaries" recently, the present purge might nct be
limited to mere administrative measures alone. If punishment is meted
out, Soviet style, it would signify a "erisis in the Party", The latest
troop movements toward Northwest and South China indicates the possibility
of some kind of unrest, or the anticipation of it. Whatever the case,
Liu is evidently rallying loyal, or at least controllable high-ranking
Communists around him. The blurred picture should come into facus at

the fortheoming Eighth Party Congre.s.

- end -
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